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EDITORIAL NOTES 


KRSONS who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

serve Him, and trust in Him for salvation are wise in 

their generation. He is the wisdom of God, as the 
Apostle Paul says in the first Epistle to the Corinthians, and 
He makes wise unto salvation all who call upon His name. 
Worldly wisdom does not bring us to Christ, “for the wisdom 
of this world is foolishness with God.” They are wise who 
serve God because they have found the way to Him through 
Christ, and they are wise who seek Him because they have 
found Him not in the wisdom and pleasures and riches of the 
world. “You see your calling, brethren, how that not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, 
are called; but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world 
to confound the wise, and the weak things of the world to con 
found the things which are mighty: that no flesh shold glory 
in His presence. But of Him,” continues the Apostle, “ are 
ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness and santification and redemption: that, accord 
ing as it is written, he that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord.” 

The name of Christ is reverenced by every person of sound 
mind and honest heart, but not all who acknowledge that He 
was greatest among earthly beings will accept Him as the 
power of God and the wisdom of God for the saivation of the 
soul, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords, the only high priest, the only mediator 
between God and man. 
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Only One Lord and Saviour 
“Given under my hand and the seal of the United States at 
Washington the fourth day of March in the year of our Lord, 
one thousand nine hundred and eleven, and of the independence 
of the United States one hundred and thirty-fifth. 
“WittiaM HH. Tart.” 


Thus wrote President Taft in convening Congress in extra 
session for April 4, “in the year of our Lord 1911.” Who is the 
Being named by the President as our Lord? There is not a child 
in our public schools over ten years of age who could not answer 
that question. Even the Jewish children would reply correctly. 
There is only one Person so designated in the phraseology 
of the law or even in common speech—our Lord Jesus Christ. 
What a wonderful tribute is here paid to the Saviour of men! 
It may be unconscious on the part of many who read the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation ; but nevertheless there is the acknowledg- 
ment of the Lordship of Jesus Christ, who nineteen hundred an'| 
eleven years ago had been on this earth “going about doing good,” 
and who died for our sins, and rose again, and is now ever living 
to make intercession for us. 

Oh, you are going too far, some one may say, you are drawing 
deductions from President Taft’s phrase which are not war- 
ranted. If that be so then some other word should be substituted 
for Lord, such as our Teacher, our Master, our Leader, our Ideal. 
But the name of the Person who lived one thousand nine hundred 
and eleven years ago was Jesus the Christ, and so much the worse 
for President Taft and all of us if we do not really acknowledge 
Him as our Lord. The world cannot get away from Jesus Christ 
or brush Him aside. Blessed are they who not only call Him 
lord, but hear His voice saying, “Come unto Me, and I will 
give you rest; take My yoke upon you and learn of Me; all 
power is given unto Me in heaven and on earth; My yoke is 
easy and My burden light; I am the way, the truth and the 
life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” 

Christians should rejoice and be exceeding glad that they know 


in Whom they believe. Even the world that knows Him not 


as the Saviour and denies His Divinity is compelled to 


acknowledge His supremacy as Lord and Master. 


| 
| 
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Letters to Cardinal Gibbons May Be Too Long 

Every month we try to keep the “Letters to Cardinal Gibbons” 
within reasonable bounds. But the subject matter frequently gets 
beyond our control, and however solicitious we may be for the 
patience of our readers, the thoughts that breathe and words 
that burn cannot be condensed. That is the case this month. 
Some years ago Archbishop Ireland said that Catholics who turn 
away from the Roman Church and cease to call the Pope “holy 
father” lapse into infidelity and atheism. After he reads this issue 
of Tue Converten Carnortic—and he will read every word of 
it—he ought to know better. [Even in his own citv of St. Paul 
there are many former Catholics in the Protestant Churches. He 
would like to excommunicate them, but he dare not. “Some of 
the best people | ever met,” said Mr. Roosevelt when he was 
Governor of New York, “were Catholics who are now Prot 
estants.” 


Converted Catholics Do Not Become Infidels 

In the Catholic countries where the Gospel has not been 
preached or the Bible read, the only God of whom the people 
have any knowledge is that which the priests “consecrate” at the 
mass when they “transsubstantiate” the wafer into “the body and 
blood, soul and divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, true God and 
true man.” Ignorant peasants may believe that and worship it, as 
did their ancestors in pagan times when they bowed down to gods 
and godesses of wood and stone. But intelligent people in the 
twentieth century know and declare that the god made by the 
priests in the mass is not the true God and Jesus Christ whom He 
hath sent to be the Saviour of men. The true God is preached in 
the evangelical churches, and to them go the people who desire 
to worship Him in spirit and in truth. Even when Catholics who 
reject the god of Rome do not become members of Protestant 
Churches they never manifest irreverence toward Christ. He is 
always the Ideal Being. Thus did Renan speak of Him, and 
thus do the Modernist priests in the Roman Church refer to 
Him in their writings. If Protestants will tell the story of 
Jesus and His love to their Catholic friends many more souls 
will come out of darkness into light. That is an effectual way 


of breaking down the power of Rome. 
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St. Patrick an Englishman 


The New York Sun published a dispatch from Worcester, 
Mass., in which it was said: 


“A few years before Alaric invaded Italy a boy was born in 
England, probably on the western coast, who was to become the 
famous St. Patrick.” 

That sentence in a book entitled “European Hero Stories,’ 
written by Dr. Eva March Tappan, a former teacher in the Wor- 
cester Classical High School, has caused an upheaval in the Wor 
cester school board. 

\t the meeting of the board on Tuesday next an attempt will 
be made 7 have the text book containing that sentence removed 
from the list of books used in the high school. The committee 
on books and supplies recently voted to have Miss Tappan’s books 
added to the list and copies were sent to members to read. 

lhe members of the board of Irish descent object to the state 
ment that St. Patrick was a native of England, and Dr. Francis A 
Underwood, a leader among the Hibernians and the Knights of 
Robert Emmet, made known today that he is to make a fight 
igainst the adoption of the book. 

The Evening Sun had an editorial on the subject, and to that 
paper we sent the following brief note: 


lo the Editor of the Evening Sun: 

lhe controversy regarding St. Patrick's birthplace may be defi- 
nitely settled by a little Latin. In the Breviarum Romanum, the 
hook of Latin prayers, psalms, antiphons and lives of the saints 
which Roman Catholic priests are required to recite daily, in the 
fourth lesson of the feast of St. Patrick, March 17, we read: 

“Patricius Hiberniae dictus Apostolvs, Calphurnio Patre, matre 
Conchessa, Sancti Martini Turonensis Episcopi, ut perhibent, con- 
sanguinea, majori in Britannia natus.” 

“Patrick, called the Apostle of Ireland, whose father was Cal 
phurnius, and his mother Conchessa, a relative, it is said, of St. 
Martin, Bishop of Tours, was born in Great Britain.’ 

\s the Breviary is a holy book of the highest authority, we 
should accept the statement of the holy men ‘who compiled it as 
sufficient to settle the question of St. Patrick’s birthplace. 

Yours truly, 
J. A. O'C. 


We would have called the attention of the Sun also to a poem 
by Samuel Lover on St. Patrick’s Birthday, but it is doubtful 
whether that paper would publish it. We have printed it in 
previous issues, and shall do so again. 
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EUROPEAN NOTES 


By the Editor 
V1 
VENTS crowd upon me as I write these notes of my 
sojourn in Europe last vear. If I could have remained 


over there some months longer | think the readers of 
CONVERTED CaTrHoLic would have been benefited by the 


bservations and experiences which I was privileged to enjoy. 
In interviews with public men, statesmen, Protestant 
ministers, journalists and with the priests and people of the 
Ror Catholic Church, and those who had renounced the 
faith of Rome, | had in mind all the time the readers of this 
Magazin Of course | did not intimate to those friends 
whom I met in the various countries that as Robert Burns 
W 


“A chiel’s amang ye taking notes, 
And faith. he'll print them.’ 


‘ut discretion is a good asset in the equipment of an Editor, 
und this was recognized by ‘my friends in Europe, as I hope 
it is acknowledged by those who have honored me by their 
contidence in our own country. 

“verywhere I found converted Catholics. The Rev. Fred- 
erick Horhstetter, the efficient secretary of the “Los von Rom” 


movement, had invited me to Germany and Austria to visit the 


; various cities where I would find thousands of former Catho- 
5 lics who in the last ten vears had become Protestants and 
; had united with the evangelical churches—in many towns 
4 the converts from Rome were a majority of the Protestant 
church members. Pastor Horhstetter had arranged an itin- 
erat f two weeks for me, but as that would entail much 
traveling we decided to defer my visit for another year. The 
warmth and affection of the good pastor’s letters made me 
feel verv humble. I had been privileged to do something in 
5 


the great cause, but Pastor Horhstetter and other friends in 
Furope I fear had attached too much importance to my efforts. 
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After all, each of us must say with Cecil Rhodes, who created 
an Empire in South Africa, ‘So little done, so much to do.” 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Bain, the Presbyterian pastor at 
Westport, Co. Mayo, Ireland, who is the highest authority 
on the “Los von Rom” movement, as he knows perfectly 
the German language and the various dialects, and has visited 
the field of the great work, had prepared the way for my 
visit by letters and introductions to the chief pastors and to 
public men. These I hope will be useful if I can cross the 
ocean again—and that depends upon the kindness of my 
friends in the United States, where I have done something 
tangible for the last thirty-two years. The payment of the 
debt on Christ’s Mission would make the way clear, and con- 
tribute largely to the extension of the work in this country 
and in Europe. The hearts of all the Christian workers in 
Europe turn towards this great Republic to see what is be- 
ing done to check the growth of Roman Catholicism and for 
the evangelization of the deluded people. 


THE REPUBLIC OF PORTUGAL=—SEPARATION OF THE CHURCH 


The young Republic which came into birth last October 
has lost no time in issuing a decree for the separation of the 
Roman Catholic Church from all connection with the Gov- 
ernment. When this was announced the Portuguese bishops 
issued a pastoral letter denouncing the action of the Govern- 
ment, and saying that the Separation Law was unjust and 
contrary to the law of God, and therefore was not binding 
upon Catholics. When the Roman Church will be strong 
and powerful in the United States, the hierarchy here will 
also tell their people not to obey some particular law enacted 
by our Government which the Pope may condemn. Rome 
boasts that “Always and everywhere the same” is the motto 
to be observed. 

The Portuguese Government forbade the publication of the 
episcopal letter, but it was read in the churches in Oporto, 
and the result is told in the following despatch to the New 
York Herald from Lisbon: 


The Bishop of Oporto was summoned to appear before the 
Minister of Justice to-day owing to his flagrant disregard of 
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orders regarding the reading of the pastoral letter. Several 
priests have been arrested for reading the letter to their con- 
gregations. 

The Bishop left the train at a station before reaching the 
terminus to avoid a probable hostile demonstration by the 
populace, but on going down the Rua Aurea the automobile in 


which he was traveling was stopped and the windows 
smashed. 


Fists were menacingly shaken in his face. The Bishop’s 
route was then changed, and he went to the house of the Civil 
Governor, where he met the Minister of Justice, who rated 
him roundly upon the disloyalty of his conduct, for it was he 


of all the bishops who insisted on the clergy reading the 
pastoral letter. 


With the alternative of suspension the Governor of Oporto 
recommends the expulsion of the prelate, and undoubtedly 
the Government is determined to discipline him severely. 

Curiously enough, the Bishop of Oporto is known as the 
most liberal of all the heads of the Church, and consequently 
has earned the dislike of his colleagues, who are now credited 


with having maliciously urged him to oppose the Government 
in order to get rid of him. 


The Bishop, much affected by the hostile attitude of the 
populace, forthwith offered his resignation, which the Cabinet 
very likely will accept. An anti-clerical demonstration made 
outside the Minister of Justice’s residence was suppressed by 
the Minister himself, whose appeal to the people to disperse 
met a ready response. 

The Republic of Portugal is firmly established, and the 
attitude of the people of Lisbon—all brought up in the Roman 
Catholic faith—toward the Bishop shows that if a counter- 
revolution is attempted for the restoration of the monarchy 
and the recall of the Jesuits, not only will fists be shaken in 
the face of the clericals, but blood will flow. Violence is to 
be deplored, }ut if the Papal party should continue to oppose 
the Government, extreme measures will be adopted by the 
Republicans. The fall of the Briand ministry in France last 
month was occasioned by the weakness of the Premier in 
enforcing the law of separation of Church and State. France 
will not allow the Jesuits and the monks and nuns to return 
and renew their plots against the Republic, and Premier 
Briand has learned the sharp lesson of the temper of the 
French people. 
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PROGRESS OF THE YOUNG REPUBLIC, MANY REFORMS 


As Portugal is the baby Republic of the nations, a sketch of 
its birth and progress, besides what appeared in THe Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC last year, will be read with renewed interest. 
Among the friends in Portugal no one would more heartily 
welcome me to that country—if I can pay it a visit this year 
to see at first hand the good work going on there—tkan the 
Rev. Robert H. Moreton, the Wesleyan minister at Oporto, 
who has been my correspondent for several years. From an 
article he has written we make the following extracts : 


fhe great event in the history of Portugal, once wielding 

powerful an influence in the world and . en overweighted 
and hampered by its connection with the Papacy, has been 
followed with keen interest by Christian friends in all parts 
f Europe and America, the daily press giving a more or less 
correct description of events. But a word from a Christian 
worker occupying the field for many years may enable such 
friends to form a fair estimate of the character and trend of 
the movement. This is the more needed in view of the anxiety 
some have appeared to feel in reference to the work of the 
Gospel and the present security of those engaged in it. 

let me say, then, that there was never any fear for the one 

the other, whether in reference to the action of the Govern- 
ment or the attitude of the people. Protestantism has for 
many years been regarded as a powerful element working 
re ‘the emancipation of the country, and no one sympathizing 
with the Revolution would have dreamed of molesting us. 
As to the causes and nature of this movement, it may be 
asked, why should the Monarchy be overthrowr in Portugal? 
Because no redress could be got for the ills that were threaten- 
ing the prosperity and even the independence, if not the ex- 
istence, of the nation. Everything had drifted into a very 
quagmire of corruption. Political parties struggled for their 
own ends and—plunder. The jobbery connected with public 
offices was appalling. Many persons drew pay for several 
posts (some, they say held seven), and, of course, did no 
work for the pay. Some bogus offices had been created only 
to find salaries for favorites. The most powerful politician 
under the monarchy, the supreme head of his party and also 
managing director of an important financial enterprise (Cre- 
lito Predial) had managed to squander some $3,500,000 of 
the capital of that company. In the Royal Mint illegal coin- 
had heen carried on for twenty years. Investigations 
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begun under the Republic led to the suicide of the coining 
master and the flight of one of his accomplices, and the de- 
ficiency in the Mint has so far been reckoned at nearly $2,000,- 
ooo. The Lisbon Corporation had, during ten recent years, 
accumulated debt at the rate of over $200,000 per annum, 
whereas a Republican Corporation (elected under the Mon- 
archy) had a balance of $35,000 at the end of the first year of 
their management. Illegal advances had also been made to 
the Royal Family, thus increasing the Civil List without the 
sanction of Parliament. The result of all this was a great 
outcry against the increasing taxation and growing cost of 
foodstuffs, while the National Debt had gaily marched on to 
the tune of some $350,000,000, a very millstone around the 
neck of a population of about five millions. The prospect was 
getting very gloomy, indeed, and the best friends of Portugal 
were filled with real concern for the future. 

Meanwhile the dry-rot of Monasticism and Clericalism, with 
“Nationalism” among the political parties and the “gutter 
press” among the people, allied to organizations of a so-called 
religious character which were weaving a clever net to cap- 
ture the masses, had reached an appalling extent. Even the 
parish priests were overawed and crushed by the growing 
influence of the foreign monks and Jesuits who found favor 
under the bishops. 

The last Government under the Monarchy had to institute 
an inquiry into the proceedings of one set of monks in the 
provinces, and the results were so bad that the disgusting 
details could not be published. So much for the holiness of 
monastic life. As for the nunneries, facts were mentioned in 
the public press at the time they were emptied, which showed 
that the moral level in them was just as low. 

The young King was unable to cope with this state of 
things. He had inherited evils which had their beginnings in 
the past, and the Concordat tied the country to Rome: so 
when the inevitable upheaval came and everything had to be 
recast, his removal became one of the first necessities. 


THE MODERATION OF REPUBLICANS 


There seems to be an impression that excesses were com- 
mitted by the masses during the revolution. As far as I can 
eather, apart from the actual fighting. the people were won- 
derfully self-controlled and sensible. Considering the diaboli- 
cal provocation of the Jesuits, the behavior of the crowd was 
marvellous in obedience to orders and peaceable procedure, 
anc any aberration was an exception to the rule. An English- 
man who saw a civilian doing sentry-go with his rifle at the 
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Bank of Portugal in Lisbon, said it was wonderful to see a 
poor man thus defending the property of the rich. As in Lis- 
bon, so in Oporto the excitement was deep but orderly. A 
great crowd waited for hours in the principal square for the 
hoisting of the Republican flag on the town hall, but the police 
were neither present nor needed. There was plenty of cheer- 
ing but no rioting. 


The Provisional Government has made a special point of 
recommending the utmost toleration, and has requested the 
people to refrain from molesting anyone, native or foreign, 
friend or foe, and the response has been ready and loyal. 


With a bewildering swiftness a number of drastic measures 
have been introduced by the Provisional Government ap- 
pointed by the “Directorio” of the Republean party. The 
members of this Government are patriotic, intelligent men 
who know their own minds and are well acquainted with their 
ountry’s needs. 


The first step was the application of laws framed under the 
Monarchy, banishing the Jesuits and suppressing the monastic 
orders. Only one exception has been made, in reference to 

seminary for the training of missionaries for Africa, under 
treaty with a foreign religious order. The others were broken 
up in a few days after the proclamation of the Republic. 

Religious liberty has been proclaimed, leaving each church 
to profess and teach its own doctrines without let or hin- 
drance. Members of the Government have expressed pleasure 

having been able to secure to Protestants the “free field 
and no favor” that we always desire. Soldiers are no longer 
marched to Mass against their will. The accumulation of 
offices has been forbidden, sinecures suppressed, and people 
in Government employ or in office will not be allowed to en- 
gage in the management of commercial undertakings. Econ- 
mies are being promoted in connection with public funds; 
gambling saloons have been closed; important measures will 
soon be introduced, the principal one being the disestablish- 
ment of the Roman Catholic Church (the present priests re- 
ceiving their stipends during their lifetime), universal civil 
register of births, marriages and deaths; facilities for the mar- 
riage of priests, if not the abolition of enforced celibacy; the 
secularization of cemeteries and the abolition of the obnoxious 
fencing off of the ground for non-Romanists: compulsory 
education, with no religious teaching in the public schools. 


and no religious tests in schools, university or public examina- 
tions. 
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A few days after the proclamation of the Republic, the Rev. 
A. H. da Silva, second minister of the Oporto Circuit, had 
occasion to see one or two members of the Provisional Gov- 
ernment, and took the opportunity of calling on the Minister 
of Justice, Dr. Affonso Costa, an eminent lawyer and Profes- 
sor of Law at the University of Coimbra. His object was 
to congraulate the latter gentleman on the success of the 
revolution, but, to his surprise, it was he who advanced briskly 
to Mr. Silva and exclaimed, “I congratulate you Protestants ! 
Now you have an open field for your work!” 

Other Ministers also gave him words of encouragement, 
and the importance of all this is manifest when it is considered 
that the Ministers spoke as politicians recognizing in Protes- 
tantism a power for good in the emancipation and enlighten- 
ment of the nation. 

May I bespeak the sympathy and prayers of God’s people 
everywhere in behalf of this long troubled land and most inter- 
esting people? We have need of special wisdom and devotion, 
to avail ourselves of a most favorable opening for pure Gospel 
work, an opportunity we have never had hitherto. 

God bless Portugal! I hope American Christians will re- 
spond to Mr. Moreton’s appeal and take part in the evangeliza- 


tion of the people of the young Republic. 


J. A. OC. 


Troubles and Anxieties in Ireland 

The learned and devout author of the deeply interesting 
book, “Geraldine de Lisle,’ which was published as a serial 

Tue Convertep Catuotic (Volumes XXIII-IV-V), and 
which now can be had in book form, says in a letter from 
Dublin, Ireland, February 20, 1911: 

“We are all trembling at the possible results of the next 
Parliamentary session, whose unprincipled leaders and mem- 
bers are pledged to use their utmost endeavor to destroy 
our Constitution and religion. Of course there are still many 
faithful servants of Christ working and praying, but we know 

national sins call for God’s Judgment, and it may be He will 
allow His unfaithful Church to pass through much tribula- 
tion. So I earnestly prav. should such be the result of the 
coming conflict, He will in loving kindness house His weak, 
feeble ones in the home where they will be safe. 


“With kind regards and best wishes for you and your fel- 
low-workers in Christ’s Mission. G. W.” 
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SERVICES IN CHRIST’S MISSION 


No. 331 West 57th St., New York 
JAMES A. O’CONNOR, PASTOR 


T all the services during the month of February the 

chapel of Christ’s Mission was filled to its utmost ca- 

pacity. If the chapel could be enlarged—and there is 
ample room to do so in the lot in the rear of the building— 
the congregation would be doubled. Last year Pastor O’Con 
nor referred to the need of this enlargement, but the payment 
of a mortgage of $7,500 was so pressing that it was deemed 
advisable to remove that hindrance to the progress of the 
work, and accordingly that mortgage was paid. This vear, 
while the enlargement of the chapel is still necessary to ac- 
commodate the increasing number of persons, Catholics as 
well as Protestants, and those of no particular religion, who 
attend the services, the need of paying off the remaining mort- 
gage on the building—less than one-fourth of the value of the 
property—is more pressing. This can be done if the friends 
who are interested in the work will contribute what they can 
for the purpose. 

At the service on February 5, Pastor O’Connor explained 
in detail the importance of affording him relief by wiping out 
this debt. He has never personally called upon the wealthy 
persons who give large sums to their churches and for philan- 
thropic and educational purposes. He said he knew he would 
be only one of a large procession of missionary workers and 
secretaries of mission boards, whose business it is to get 
money for the Lord’s work from rich people, and as he had 
neither taste nor skill in that line of work, he had never made 
the effort. He was better suited by temperament for the re- 
ligious part of this work than for its material development, 
and whatever endowments nature and grace had vouchsafed 
him could be employed to better advantage in preaching the 
Gospel and in such literary work as has characterized his 
writings in THE Convertep Catuotic. All the friends who 
are interested can learn full details of the present needs of the 
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work and the best means of affording him relief from the bur- 
den he is compelled to carry. 

Sunday, February 12, Bishop Robert Livingston Rudolph, 
D. D., of the Reformed Episcopal Church, preached one of the 
greatest sermons ever heard in Christ’s Mission. The sub- 
stance of it is published in this issue of THe Convertep CaTH- 
otic, but the reporter’s notes could not reproduce the sim- 
plicity of language, the power of expression, the earnestness 
and sincerity that characterized this masterful sermon. When 
the Bishop ceased to speak the congregation seemed to be in 
a state of ecstasy, and tears were in the eyes of many. After 
an interval of deep silence, during which the hush continued, 
clearly indicating the presence of the Holy Spirit, Pastor 
O’Connor dismissed the congregation without distracting the 
attention by having the usual offering taken up. How the 
Catholics present were affected can be judged by the letter 
published on page 106. 

Sunday, February 19, the Rev. Eduardo Taglialatela, of 
Italy, who has been in this city since last summer, and whose 
preaching in the tent evangelistic campaign was so successful, 
was the speaker at the afternoon service in Christ’s Mission. 
Mr. Taglialatela, who is one of three brothers, all ministers 
of the Gospel, like their father, Rev. Pietro Taglialatela, a con- 
verted: Catholic priest, has been distinguished as the Italian 
Gipsv Smith while he has been preaching in this city. He 
now goes to Rome, having been called there by Bishop Wil- 
liam Burt to engage in Sunday School work in Italy. To help 
on the work there Pastor O’Connor has pledged Christ’s Mis- 
sion for an offering of fiftv dollars. Besides this, Christ’s Mis- 
sion will send one hundred dollars to the Rev. Dr. N. Wal- 
ling Clark for the Savonarola Institute in Rome—the Italian 
Christ’s Mission—for the conversion of priests who desire to 
leave the Roman Catholic Church on religious grounds. 

The members of the Taglialatela family are all gifted 
preachers—-Filoteo, pastor of the fine Italian Church, 409 East 
114th street, New York; Alfred, now in Rome; Eduardo, and 
the venerable father, whose picture and history appear on 
‘the next page. 
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A Distinguished Converted Priest 
Rev. Pietro Taglialatela was born near Caserta, Southern 
Italy, in January, 1829. At an early age he completed his clas- 
sical and theological studies, and at nineteen was appointed 





Rev. Pietro Taglialatela 


professor of theology in the Roman Catholic Episcopal Semi- 
nary of Tessa Aulunga. After a short time he was called to 
teach in the famous Seminary of Cavi dei Terreni, near Naples. 
Although a Roman Catholic theologian, he was a man of lib- 
eral principles, and took active part in the revolt against the 
Bourbon’s tyranny. He was twice in peril of his life. When 
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Naples was liberated and became a part of the United King- 
dom of Italy, Dr. Taglialatela was professor of the Philosophy 
of Religion, and held that post until the chair was absorbed 
in the Italian University. Professor Taglialatela was ordained 
a Roman Catholic priest for the diocese of Sessa Aurunea, in 
that city in 1853. His conversion to the Protestant faith pro- 
duced a great sensation at the time when there were so few 
Protestants in Italy. 


Meanwhile, Protestant missionary work had been opened 
in Southern Italy, and Professor Taglialatela frequented the 
services, but only in order to combat and argue with the evan- 
gelical preachers. Later on he became acquainted with the 
Rev. Mr. Jones, Superintendent of the Wesleyan Church, who 
said to him: ‘Professor, you have read and studied so many 
books, why do you not study the Bible?” The fact was, that 
although he had been a professor in Roman Catholic semi- 
naries, Dr. Taglialatela had never studied the Bible, but after 
these words from the English missionary, he began to read 
the Scriptures. ‘The Divine Book made a deep impression 
upon him, and revolutionized his whole life. Converted to the 
pure Gospel of Christ, for the last thirty-five years he has been 
working among the Italians, and has brought many into the 
Protestant Church. While his most important philosophical 
publication is the “Institution of Philosophy,” a work that has 
been highly appreciated in the Italian Universities, his next 
important religious publication is “The Pope-King in His- 
tory and Prophecy.” In this work the author shows that the 
Roman Catholic Church is the Anti-Christ of the Scriptures. 
The leading Italian Protestant papers have asked for his col- 
laboration, and his ministry has been blessed by the conversion 
of hundreds of souls. 

In 1882 Professor Taglialatela was sent to open an evan- 
gelical church in Foggia. It was the first time that Protest- 
antism made its appearance in that province. Bishops and 
parish priests instigated the multitudes against the Protest 
ants, fanatically asserting that whoever killed a Protestant 
would certainly go to heaven. As the pioneer Protestant mis 
sionary in Italy, Professor Taglialatela has witnessed the 
wonderful growth of liberal ideas and the development of Pro- 
testant principles in that country, and as he advances in years 
he has the happiness of seeing his three sons earnest devoted 
ministers of Christ, successfully engaged in the evangelization 
of the Ttalian people. 
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The Paulist Priest’s “Letters to Pope Pius X’’ 


The most interesting review of the “Letters to His Holi- 
ness, l’ope Pius X,” by a Modernist—who as the readers of 
T ConverteD CaTHOLic have been informed is one of the 
Paulist Fathers—appeared in the New York IJndependent, 
January 26, 1911. From that learned, sympathetic and ap- 


preciative article we make the following extracts: 


From his earliest vears a Catholic child is brought up in 
the most tender affection and most dutiful reverence for the 
Pope. Formerly, when family pravers were in vogue, special 

rs and Aves were always offered up in behalf of His 
Holiness. In such sentim ents, amid such prayers, was raised, 
no doubt. “A Modernist. It is no wonder then when he 
found the teaching and piety of his childhood wrecked and 
the great ideal fallen from its high plane that our author 
should turn and at first hand address the Pope. It seems a 
relief to go to headquarters and there give vent to his disap- 
pointment. The author we know to be a man of the highest 
character, who has been honored in the Church, and his work 
roves him a careful scholar. He is not to be whistled down 
is unworthy of consideration. He has not given up his faith 
nor withdrawn from the Church, but we are sure he has not 
taken the new oath against Modernism. 

What, we may ask, do “The Letters” charge the Popes, the 
Curia, the Jesuits, official Catholicism, with doing? Merely 
that they are striving by every means, fair and foul, to keep 
themselves afloat. There was a day when Rome and its rep- 
resentatives spoke and acted like Gods. That day is past. 
She is on the defense everywhere. If Rome to-day is driven 
to the wall in her own territory she owes it to herself, spe- 
cially on the day when Hildebrand urged the demos against 
Henry IV. For then democracy, which threatens clericalism, 
started upon its onward progress. 

The present work is historical and sharply controversial. 
Its car eful accuracy covers many of the matters on which 
Modernism is at variance with the Church as ruled by Pius 
X and the Jesuits. On these points he shows no mercy, and 
for those who feel the importance of the conflict no other way 
has yet appeared. And yet the inevitable overthrow of in- 

insigeance as at present in control will come, not in the 
storm of conflict, but through the disintegrating processes of 


lectual light and spiritual heat. It was doubtless so with 
"Scien e 
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The real blow, in our opinion, which will in the long run 
finish absolutism in the Church is the double training which 
a child gets. As a Catholic he learns that the fulness of all 
power is vested in the Pope, whence it comes to the Bishop 
and from him again it passes to the priest. 

Every child first accepts implicitly what he learns from his 
parents or his religious teacher. Then he goes to school, he 
reads the daily papers, he gets some knowledge of what the 
world has settled to be true, and which sometimes contra- 
dicts what he has been taught. If he has small brains he 
does not notice the contradiction. Otherwise he observes 
that other creeds produce just as good, just as honest men 
as does his own. He begins to think and think hard. He 
begins to question. 


That is the solution of the whole Roman Catholic problem. 
When a Catholic begins to think, to read, to question, as the 
Independent says, “he pauses and wonders and finds him- 
self a Modernist.” 


A New Book by the Ex-Paulist 

The learned priest to whom we have referred several times 
as the author of the remarkable work, “Letters to His Holi 
ness, Pope Pius X,” has written another book, with the title 
“The Priest,” which is just published by Sherman, French 
& Company, Boston, Mass. Like the first book the price is 
$1.25. 

The author has been one of the Paulist Fathers, a professor 
in St. Thomas’ College in the Catholic University, Washing- 
ton, D. C., when the first book was written. He has since 
withdrawn from the priesthood and has taken to literature for 
a livelihood. He is a brilliant writer, and will make his mark 
as a maker of books, like the ex-Franciscan monk, Joseph 
McCabe, the author of “The Decay of the Church of Rome.” 
We shall review “The Priest” in a future issue. The style of 
the book is similar to that of “The Letters to Pope Pius X,” 
from which we make the following extracts: 


Catholicism’s decline is now far advanced. Its collapse is 
absolutely certain unless it cuts off those antagonisms and 
irreconcilabilities to modern civilization which have been the 
cause of its widespread rejection. Frank men are needed, 
candid speech is needed, to declare to the rulers of the Church 
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what these antagonisms are, and how deep the knife must be 
driven to remove them. 

But the rulers of the Church will pay no heed; and it is 
hardly more than as a matter of form that in these letters I 
address them, or you, the greatest of them. My primary pur- 
pose is to do a little to educate priests and laity. If I can 
emancipate some among them from superstition and general 
mental enslavement; if | can help them against the day where- 
in they candidly examine the foundation of ther beliefs, to see 
that whether Papacies must fall or dogmas change, Christ and 
the Christ-life are immortal; if I can teach them the dishonor 
of stubborn prejudice and the beauty of candid Truth, I shall 
have reached the full measure of my hope. 

What is it to have to cast away the excesses and the degra- 
dations of religion but to have arrived at some pure essence 
of religion undefiled? What is it to find ourselves obliged to 
condemn worldly prelacies and tyrannical Curias, but to know 
that we are nearer to the exacting Ideals that of old were 
preached in Galilee? Through the cross to the Light! and 
no man who has ever gone wayfaring forth to seek the light 
has re eretted that he had to bear a cross to find it. 


New and Interesting Books 

‘THE Passion FoR Souts.” By J. H. Jowett, D. D. Here are 
seven sermons on tenderness, watchfulness, companionship, rest 
and vision of the Apostle Paul’s passion for human souls. It is 
practical and touches the chord responsive to all good. Pre- 
eminently a devotional book for the pastor, theological student 
and Christian workers; it easily rises above the ordinary in sug- 
gestiveness and in power. Dr. Jowett, who is coming as pastor 
to the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York, next month, 
is one of our greatest preachers. Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York. Price, 50 cents. 

“THe SCOFIELD REFERENCE Brste.” Edited by Rev. C. I. Sco- 
field, D. D. This edition of the Bible will be found acceptable to 
ill classes of Christian workers, who will find in its pages just the 
help that they need to explain the truths of the Bible to those 
whom they are endeavoring to reach. No student of the Word 
can afford to overlook this latest and most unique contribution 
toward the exegesis of the Scriptures. Dr. Scofield’s long prac- 
tical experience as a teacher has well qualified him to prepare 
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such an admirably planned work as this. By a cleverly designed 
system of connected topical references the reader is aided in his 
examination of the greater themes of Scripture and spared the 
constant reference to appendices that is wearing upon both spirit 
and patience. The Bible is published in several styles of 
binding. Charles C. Cook, 150 Nassau street, New York. $2.00. 


Bound Volumes of the Converted Catholic 

In addition to the notice of the Bound Volumes of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC on the third and fourth pages of the cover of 
this Magazine, we here also call your attention to them. The 
Bound Volumes of this Magazine are a treasury of information, 
reliable and accurate, on all questions relating to the Roman 
Catholic Church, both in our own country and in Europe. They 
have a value both as a magazine of Christian teaching and ex- 
perience and as an exponent of the false doctrines of the Church 
of Rome. The two leading characteristics are historical accuracy 
and Christian courtesy in the tone and manner of discussion. The 
volumes are handsomely bound, and would be a splendid gift to 
any library or reading room, or to your pastor, and would be a 
valuable addition to any collection of books of authority. As we 
have still on hand several copies of various volumes, we will send, 
packed in a box, fourteen (14) volumes for $8.00. Send in your 
orders without delay and take advantage of this most liberal offer. 
Address this office. 


Form of Bequest to Christ’s Mission 
I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, organized in the !City ‘of 
New York, acccording to the Laws of the State of New York, the sum 
of $ .......to be applied to the use and purposes of said Mission. 
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JUSTIFIED 


Meritoriously by Christ, Instrumentally by 
Faith, Evidentially by Works* 


BY BISHOP ROBERT LIVINGSTON RUDOLPH, D. D. 
(Luke 18:10-14.) 


ERE is a picture drawn by Christ in the Book which is 
H to many millions their rule of faith and practice; to 

them what Roman priest or Protestant minister may 
say is of little consequence in itseli—they will reject any teach- 
ing that does not square with the Word of God. I do not ask 
you to believe anything that I say because I say it, but it is 
reasonable that you should believe it if it is in harmony with 
God’s revelation in this Book. 

In this passage Christ has painted a picture for us of two 
men who went to the Temple to meet with God, to pray and 
to find acceptance at His hands—the Pharisee and the Publi- 
can. May God help us each and all to see ourselves repre- 
sented by either the one or the other of these men in their 
attitude towards God. There are not three men—only two; 
and those two occupy all the ground upon which we can stand 
before God. The dividing line between them marks the di- 
vision between being accepted and being rejected of God. 
There is no room for any doubt: vou are either one with God 
on high, pardoned and justified, or you are condemned as a 
sinner in His sight. Those are the two divisions set forth by 
this parable, and there is no other. 

Let us look at the Pharisee. He was an official in his 
Church, devoted to the outward details of religion. Origin- 
ally he sought to reform the cold and indifferent among the 
people of God. In Christ’s day he had fallen into the very 
errors against which he at first protested. This Pharisee had 
a large reputation for piety; he prayed on the corners of the 
streets, and he gave tithes of all that he possessed; he com 
plied with all the demands of his religious system. Those who 
knew him regarded him as a pre-eminent saint. 


*A sermon delivered in Christ’s Mission, New York, Sunday, Feb- 
ruary 12, IgtlI. 


— 
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Now mark the contrast between the two men. 

The other man was a Publican. As early as the second 
Punic war it became the custom in the Roman Empire to 
farm out the taxes of certain districts to corporations or 
officials who were permitted to oppress the people and prac- 
tice all kinds of mean extortion. The Publican was the 
man employed to collect taxes levied in this way. Zaccheus 
was a chief of the publicans, having other men under his 
supervision, and Matthew was also a publican. When Jesus 
went to Jericho (where it was said that 12,000 priests lived) 
he did not go to stay with a priest, but went to the house of 
a publican, at which there was much murmuring. As a class, 
publicans were hated, despised and execrated, and towards 
such of them as were Jews (as was this man in the parable) 
these feelings were especially bitter. 

Let us contrast the standards of the two men. 

What were the standards by which each of these men meas- 
ured himself? The Pharisee measured himself by his fellow- 
men. He prayed “with himself’—his prayer was a soliloquy. 
He recounted his good deeds, with the feeling, “What more 
can God ask of me?” Now God asks for our hearts—for what 
we are, not for what we have. The Pharisee considered that 
he had filled every requirement and bowed his head to receive 
acrown. But he was disappointed. He went home just as he 
came—proud as ever—unforgiven. Christ teaches us that all 
the good works we can do count for nothing as a ground of 
acceptance. 

The other man had nothing to bring. He confessed his 
sins and would not so much as lift up his eyes to God. The 
Pharisee’s soliloquy was “I,” “I,” “I,” showing his egotism. 
The other thought only of God—God in the Temple. “I 
realize the sinfulness of my own heart and cry for mercy. God, 
be propitiated to me, the sinner!” He knew himself as the 
only one on God’s footstool, and was satisfied to cast himself 
on the mercy of God. There was a great difference in the 
standards of the men. The adoption of the divine standard 
alone can result in a correct estimate of one’s self. By what 
standard do you measure yourself ? 


Not by fasting and praying and almsgiving can hearts be 
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reconciled to God. What has a gift of $5 to do with the atti- 
tude of the soul to God? Religion is not so much a matter of 
attainments as of attitude t: wards God. If you ask God to 
deal justly with you your condemnation is certain. If any 
are going to be saved, it will be on the ground of Christ’s 
work for us. We are all condemned sinners out of Christ, 
having hope only as we are in Him. 

The Publican’s religious teaching had made him familiar 
with the old economy, with its sacrifices and the blood taken 
into the Holy of Holies by the high priest once a year for the 
sins of the people; and his prayer really was, “Provide a pro- 
pitiation for me, I have none to give!” And he went down to 
his house justified. 

The Pharisee enjoyed the respect of everybody except God; 
the Publican was despised by everybody except God. If we 
are going to be received by God we must come as the Pub- 
lican did, saying, “God be merciful to me, and provide a pro- 
pitiatton on the ground of which I may be saved!” 

Jesus Christ died in order that you might live. God has 
said “The soul that sinneth it shall die”’—and it shall die. 

Socinus taught that God could say that at one time, but 
that He might change the decree under certain circumstances. 
But that teaching is false. God would cease to be eternal if it 
were true. We cannot escape the condemnation of death— 
we must all suffer death. But God has made a way of escape 
from spiritual death for us. He sent His Son to die in our 
place, and so we escape. The fifty-third chapter of Isaiah 
makes that perfectly clear—‘ He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions.” 

If you realize that you are a sinner, realize also that you 
can be saved—because Christ has taken your place and died 
for you. 

You think this strange? Not at all: the principle of sub- 
stitution has been recognized in every country for centuries. 
In France a man was drafted for the army. Because he was 
the breadwinner for a family a friend offered to go in his 
stead. He did go, and was killed. The man who remained 
behind had him buried and put a stone on the grave, with the 
inscription, “He died for me.” By and by another draft was 
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made, and the father was called out again, but he declared, 
“T am dead, so far as the army is concerned and am buried 
under the stone on the grave of the man who died in my 
place.” And that plea was allowed. 


Jesus Christ came into the world for the purpose of dying 
for you. We come into the world to live. He came to die— 
not for His own sins, for He had none. “He was made sin 
for us, who knew no sin that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him.” In Gethsemane it was your sins and 
mine that forced the blood through his skin. When He hung 
on the Cross you and I died there. He was a sinner in God’s 
sight. In the legal aspect He was the greatest sinner who 
ever walked the earth. Else why did God turn from him? 
Can you explain it on any other ground than that He died in 
your stead? Personally, He was still without sin, but your 
sins and mine turned the Father’s face from Him. When He 
lifted up His voice on the Cross it was no longer “My Father,” 
but “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” His face 
was turned from Him and Christ suffered the pangs of Hell. 
He endured every punishment due to you and me on account 
of sin. He suffered death, physical and spiritual. In Christ’s 
case the death was not eternal, for it was not possible that He 
should be holden of death. The same blow falling on us 
would have all three results; and those who reject God’s offer 
of salvation will die physically—the soul will be separated 
from the body; and they will die spiritually—the soul will be 
separated from God, and that is Hell. Nothing of the nature 
of fire and brimstone can compare for a moment with the 
terror of being separated from God forever. I believe that 
only lack of spiritual perception can cause fear of Hell as a 
place of material fire. Hell is really much worse than any- 
tl in« the mind can conceive. Why? Because the soul was 

by God, and cannot find rest till it finds rest in God. 
luere only can we find rest and peace and satisfaction. In 
Him we live and move and have our being. May God deliver 
its all from spiritual death! Our only hope of escaping it is 
to accept Christ and His atonement. 


Some people believe God will forgive everybody, and others 
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know only the gospel of the Prodigal Son—without any atone- 
ment. But that beautiful parable only set forth part of the 
whole Gospel of truth: the people were not prepared to re- 
ceive the whole truth when Jesus told that wonderful story. 
They could not understand that Jesus must die. That truth 
was only given to the people at large after the Crucifixion had 
taken place: There is really no return to God except on the 
ground of the atonement. Hence the publican was justified, 
while the Pharisee was lost—the former realized the value of 
the sacrifice that was typified in the Old Testament economy. 

You remember the story of the young ruler who kept all 
the commandments but went away sorrowing. Jesus looked 
upon him and loved him: there was only one thing lacking 
—but that one thing prevented even omnipotent love from 
saving him. His pride prevented his accepting salvation: he 
could not be convinced that he needed any. The man who 
fulfils all his duties is often in the greater danger because it 
is so difficult to make him see the need of any atonement, and 
he is too proud to allow himself to be classified as a sinner. 
It is the greatest possible danger for a man to realize how 
good he is. 

Jesus was without sin, and treated by God as a sinner, so 
the sinner without holiness is treated by God as being right- 
eous and justified. The righteousness of Jesus is made over 
to us without any change of our personal character or effect- 
ing sanctification in the heart. God, the infinite Judge, looks 
upon you who have accepted Christ as “not guilty”—not “par- 
doned” as by the Governor of a State, but declared to be “not 
guilty” by the Judge of all the Earth. 

The moment we believe in Christ we are as righteous as 
Christ, in God’s sight. That is what is meant by the words 
“the publican went down justified.” 

Then can we not do just as we please, if we have taken 
Christ as our Saviour and are thus safe for time and eternity? 
No, we cannot think it, for that would be the largest evidence 
that we do not appreciate the truth of the Gospel. If we 
realized that we were really “not guilty” in God’s sight, we 
would hasten to show the gratitude we feel for so great a sal- 
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vation by giving up ourselves unreservedly to His service. 
Our good works are essential, as evidence of the fact that our 
faith has laid hold of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

What are you going to do about it? Propitiation has been 
made; the sacrifice has been offered, but the blood must be 
applied. Will you not accept it now? Say, “Be merciful to 
me. and take away my sins,” and vou will be justified. May 
each one of us accept Jesus Christ, “for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved.” 


A Roman Catholic’s Letter 

At the services in Christ’s Mission, February 19, Pastor 
O’Connor read the following letter, which he had received by 
mail the day after Bishop Rudolph had preached his great 
sermon: 
“New York, February 12, I9g1I. 
“Rev. James A. O’Connor. 

“Rev. and Dear Sir:—To-day at 3:30 p. m. I went on a 
little business to the neighborhood of your Mission, and quite 
unexpectedly dropped in to note what was going on under 
your auspices. A Roman Catholic by training, habit and 
education, I was not only surprised by the message and man- 
ner of the good Bishop Rudolph, whom you had invited to 
address the congregation, but decidedly edified as well. 

“Your own evangelical bearing and perfect sincerity of 
purpose impressed me so that I am impelled to say to you this 
evening that the Roman Catholic Church lost a priest by na- 
ture and instinct when she lost you. If only you could have 
stayed like Savonarola and worked reforms from within! 

“May God give you light and support to be His faithful 
servant and direct you by His mercy and grace, is the prayer- 
ful wish of, Yours very sincerely, ae. 

SAVONAROLA’S MARTYRDOM 

Reference to Savonarola shows that the writer is a man 
of education. But Pastor O’Connor said he was not yet 
ready for the sacrifice which the great Reformer of the fif- 
teenth century had to undergo. Savonarola was burned at 
the stake at Florence, Italy, in 1498, by direct orders from 
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Rome. He had denounced the corruptions of the Papacy, 
and the leaders of the Catholic party took his life. The de- 
tails of the horrible execution of the fearless priest are shock- 
ing in the extreme. 

A scaffold had been erected on the spot where the piles of 
the ordeal had stood. At one end of the platform was a huge 
cross, with faggots heaped on its base. As the prisoner, clad 
in penitential haircloth, was led to the scaffold, wanton boys 
thrust sharp sticks between the planks to wound his feet. 
First came the ceremonial of degradation. Sacerdotal robes 
were thrown over the victim, and then roughly stripped off 
by the Dominicians, the Bishop of Basona and the prior of 
Sta, Maria Novella. To the bishop’s formula, “I separate 
thee from the church militant and the church triumphant,” 
Savonarola replied in firm tones, “Not from the church tri- 
umphant; that is beyond thy power.” By a refinement of 
cruelty Savonarola was the last to suffer. His disciples’ 
bodies already dangled from the arms of the cross before he 
was hung on the center beam. Then the pile was fired. For 
a moment the wind blew the flames aside, leaving the corpse 
untouched. “A miracle,” cried one of his followers; but then 
the fire leaped up and ferocious yells of triumph rang from 
the clericals. At dusk the martyr’s remains were collected 
in a cart and thrown into the Arno. 

Savonarola’s party was apparently annihilated by his death, 
but, when in 1529-30 Florence was exposed to the horrors 
predicted by him, the most heroic defenders of his beloved 
if ungrateful city ruled their lives by his precepts and revered 
his memory as that of a saint. 


Kind Words 


Tue Converted CatHotic. Volume xxvii. Edited by Rev. 
James A. O’Connor. Published at 331 West 57th street, New 
York. Price, $1.50. 

This is a bound volume of the monthly magazine, THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, which gives information concerning the deplet- 
ing ranks of the Catholic Church. Priests and people apply to 
Mr. O’Connor in large numbers for counsel and help in escaping 
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from the papal hierarchy. Mr. O'Connor was a priest eight years ; 
then for conscience sake he left the Catholic Church. He founded 
Christ's \lission in New York City, which is an incorporated re- 
ligious missionary society, of which he is the pastor. For twenty- 
seven years he has been editor of this magazine, and serving as 
pastor the above mentioned Mission thirtv-two years. During 
those thirty-two years one hundred and sixty priests have 
come to Christ's mission, and after publicly renouncing Ro- 
manism, have accepted the evangelical faith. Thousands of 
Catholics in like manner have been converted and have united 
with various Protestant churches evervwhere.—The Evangelical 
Messenger. Cleveland, Ohio. 

From Hawaiian Islands:—l find THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
more and more interesting every month, and wish I could assist 
you more in a financial way; but that being impossible just now, I 
will assist you in a prayer to the Giver of all good gifts, and from 
whence cometh our strength. M.’G. 3S. 

From Boston :—Enclosed please find $1.50 for the bound copy 
of THE CoNnverTED CaATHotic for last year. How are you getting 
along with clearing the mortgage on your Christ’s Mission prop- 
erty? With the earnest wish for God’s richest blessing upon your 
efforts. M. D. M. 

[To this we replied as follows:—Please accept my thanks 
for the order for the Bound Volume for tg10, which I am send- 
ing vou by mail. It is cheering and helpful that you are inter- 
ested in the work we are doing. All things considered, we are 
much encouraged, as the people in every country in Europe are 
asserting their independence, and the best of it is that they are 
carrving into effect the maxim: ‘Who would be free them- 
selves must strike the blow.” We keep the light burning here 
as faithful watchmen, and sound the note of warning also. We 
have still a debt on the Mission Building—not large—less than 
one-quarter the value of the property. It would be a great 
blessing if the good friends would pray and help to pay that 
debt this year. Let all those friends do what they can, in large 


as well as small contributions, and the debt can be paid this 
season. | 
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Rome and the Jew in Politics 

The victory of the Democratic party throughout the 
United States at the elections last November has emboldened 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy to claim a larger representa- 
tion in the high offices of the various States. At Washing- 
ton President Taft yielded to this claim by the appointment 
of Judge White as Chief Justice of the United States Supreme 
Court, the highest judicial position in the country. Then 
Archbishop Ireland of St. Paul, told the Jesuits at their Uni- 
versity in Detroit, Michigan, that the way was open for their 
pupils and followers to reach out and grasp more of the high 
offices of government. “There is no prejudice against you,” 
said he, “especially in high places.” Bishop Ludden of Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., warned the Legislature at Albany that opposi- 
tion to the election of William F. Sheehan as United States 
Senator to succeed Chauncey M. Depew would be accounted 
a revival of Knownothingism and Apaism. He referred to 
the man who went to the “boss” of his party and asked for 
the nomination to an important office. 

“You can’t have it,’ said the boss, “because you couldn't 
be elected. You’re an Irishman, and that’s ag’in you; vou’re 
a Catholic, and that’s ag’in you; and your name is Murphy.” 

The Legislature did not take the hint by electing Sheehan, 
though supported by Tammany Hall. But to show that 
there was no religious or racial bigotry in the matter (though 
everybody knew there was and is well-grounded distrust of 
Roman Catholic influence), some scattering votes were cast 
for Catholics like ex-Judge Morgan J. O’Brien. Assembly* 
man Freedman, a Jew, was told by his father that if he voted 
for Sheehan he might as well join the Catholic Church 

The Brooklyn Standard-Union, February 22, 1911, said 
that Tammany Hall was determined that an Irishman and a 
Catholic should be elected Senator; and the New York Eve- 
ning Sun of the same date (a paper which has supported Shee- 
han’s candidacy) said “the religious phase of the situation 
was being discussed with some warmth at Albany.” 

In the heyday of his prosperity Colonel Theodore Roose- 
velt proudly boasted that he had appointed many Roman 





110 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


Catholics to office when he was Governor of the State of New 
York and President of the United States. He is not now so 
solicitous for the Catholic vote, for he knows the hierarchy 
betrayed him and his party at the November election. 
Democratic politicians hope to regain the Catholic vote which 
went over to the Republicans in 1904-8. Both the political 
parties now watch the Jewish vote, which in the large cities 
is becoming an important factor. At a meeting of the New 
York Peace Society in the Jewish Temple, Lexington avenue 
and 63d street, this city, George Haven Putnam, who pre- 
sided, said: 

“The influence of the Jew is exerted over mercantile and 
financial endeavors, over the press of both America and Eu- 
rope, and because of his influence he is in a position to sway 
national policy.” 

Mr. Putnam, who is a member of the great publishing firm 
of this city, is not a Jew. But as a business man of large in- 
terests he knows whereof he speaks. Politicians hope to pre- 
serve our free institutions and “save America” by pitting the 
Jewish influence against that of the Roman Catholic Church. 
The Catholics and Jews will not pull together. 


Mixed Marriages Invalid 


A debate in the English Parliament last month gave world-wide 
publicity to the cruelty of the Roman Church in depriving a 
Protestant woman of her two children, one a babe in arms, be- 
cause she had not been married by a priest. This woman was 
married in 1908 by her own clergyman, a Presbyterian minister 
of Belfast, Rev. William Corkey, to a Roman Catholic named 
McCann. Two children were born to the couple, and the family 
got along well together like other folks until the Roman Catholic 
priest interfered by telling the man that as a Protestant minister 
had performed the ceremony, the marriage was null and void ; and 
unless he left the woman his soul would be lost, and that every 
day he continued in that union he was persevering in a course 
of deadly sin. The poor wife called on the priest, and he told 
her that the marriage was not valid, as he <jid not perform it. If 
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she joined the Roman Church he would make it all right. She re- 
fused, and then the priest made the husband leave her, and take 
the two children with him. Mrs. McCann appealed to her minis- 
ter, and Mr. Corkey gave publicity to this terrible act of cruelty. 
Though three months have elapsed, the poor mother cannot find 
her children. In 1908 the Pope issued a decree, Ne Temere, that 
all Catholics are bound to be married in the presence of their 


parish priest or his assistant; should they go through a cere- 
mony of marriage before a civil magistrate or Protestant min- 
ister, such marriage will be null and void, and they will not be 
married in the sight of God. The Catholic party can leave the 
Protestant and marry another person unless a “dispensation” 


has been obtained. The law of Rome is in conflict with the 

civil law and human rights. 

MARRIAGE AGREEMENT BETWEEN A PROTESTANT AND A CATHOLIC 
When a priest performs the ceremony and one of the parties 

is a Protestant, the latter must sign the following agreement: 

I, the undersigned, being desirous of contracting 
marriage with before a Catholic priest duly 
authorized by a special dispensation from His Grace, 
the Archbishop of New York, do promise in presence 

f the Reverend Father witness 
attending for that purpose, that all the children born 
of my marriage with shall be baptized and 
educated in the Catholic Religion, and moreover that | 
will by no means whatsoever hinder or obstruct the 

in the exercise of the said religion; I 
also promise that in the solemnization of my marriage 
there shall be only the Catholic ceremony. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this document 
in presence of Reverend and the said witness 

day of the month of 


Signature 
Large public meetings have been held in Ireland and England 
to protest against the decree of Rome that sets aside the laws of 
the country. When the decree was published Germany refused 
to allow it to be promulgated in the Empire, and it was with- 
drawn. But it is in force in England and the United States. 


Misery and unhappiness await every Protestant who marries 
a Roman Catholic. 
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The Away From Rome Movement 

In Central Europe—Gern.any, Austria, Hungary, Styria 
and Roumania—evangelical missionary work for the conver- 
sion of Roman Catholics is styled “The Los von Rom Move- 
ment.” In the United States and Canada the term, “Work 
for the Conversion of Roman Catholics” is more definite. All 
who observe conditions in this country can see that such work 
is necessary, for the Catholics are leaving the Roman Church 
in large numbers, and if the Gospel of Salvation through 
Christ alone, without Pope or Priest, be not presented to 
them, many will become indifferent to all religion. Mission- 
aries in South America declare that all the intelligent persons 
are in that condition. We have not come to that as yet in 
the United States, but the Catholics are drifting in that direc- 
tion. In England the Roman Catholic bishops refer to this 
universal movement as “the leakage,” and the Jesuits and 
Paulists here are adopting that term. 

Our friend and brother, the Rev. Kennedy Anet, whom we 
met in Brussels last summer, sums up the “Los von Rom” 
movement in a paragraph in his interesting paper, Le Chrétien 
Belge, February 4, 1911, which we translate irom the French: 

“*The Los von Rom’ evangelical movement continues to 
progress, and each vear about five thousand persons pass 
from Roman Catholicism to Protestantism. The number of 
students in Protestant theology in Vienna at the beginning of 
this movement consisted of six young men; now there are 
sixty. That fact alone shows the progress that has been made 
in the last ten years in the Evangelical Church in Austria.” 

Dr. Kennedy Anet, who is of Scotch ancestry on the 
mother’s side, is doing a great work in Brussels, the strong- 
hold of Roman Catholicism in Belgium. The prayers and 
sympathetic support of American Christians will strengthen 
his hands and comfort his heart. His address is 129 Chaussée 
d’Ixalles, Brussels, Belgium. 


From Illinois:—I wish to continue taking THe CoNverTEeD 
CATHOLIC, as its contents and the work you are doing in such 
a successful manner have always greatly interested me, and al- 
ways will. (Rev.) R. C. L. 
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331 West =7th St., New York, March, 1911. 

Sir:—While you and your brother prelates aim at suprem- 
acy in the affairs of government in our country, as Archbishop 
Ireland acknowledged in his address at the Jesuit University 
in Detroit last January when he urged Catholic young men 
to enter politics and become Legislators, Congressmen 
and Senators, the Catholic people in all parts of the country 
are leaving your Church in large numbers and, like other 
Americans, are swelling the ranks of the Protestant Churches. 
“There is no obstacle in your way,” said Dr. Ireland; “you 
young Catholics who aspire to public office have friends in 
high places.” He meant in Washington, where Judge White 
had been made Chief Justice of the United States Supreme 
Court by President Taft. “Jesuit logic,” according to Ire- 
land, will enable Catholics to attain eminence in our country, 
as in the case of Judge White. 

But there is also no obstacle in our country in the way of 
Catholics leaving the Roman Church when in the develop- 
ment of thought they outgrow its dogmas and find its super- 
Stitions degrading. So Ireland’s argument cuts both ways. 
As the Catholics in European countries are rejecting Roman- 
ism and Vaticanism, that is, the despotic rule of the Pope, 
who is ruled by the Jesuits—and the whole world knows what 
Jesuitism signifies—so in this country the best element of the 
Catholic people are leaving the Roman Church. Last month 
some Irish nuns arrived in this city on their way to Oregon 
with a doleful complaint that they had been expelled from 
Portugal last October, with all other members of the religious 
orders. It was the work of the mob, they said. But the mob 
was composed exclusively of Portuguese Catholics, who had 
been oppressed, swindled and kept in a state of degradation 
and ignorance by their bishops, priests, monks and nuns. 
“Away with you,” cried the mob, “you have been a curse and 
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not a blessing to us and our country.” Will Catholics in the 
United States follow the example of the Portuguese, the 
French and Italians, and take effective measures to express 
their indignation at the rule of the Vatican, which is the same 
for all peoples who submit to it? Human nature is the same 
in all countries, and outraged humanity will assert itself. 

In the meantime, the intelligent self-respecting Catholics 
are becoming like other Americans, and are uniting with the 
various Protestant churches. This you know well, Cardinal, 
and the evidence is multiplying every day. On January 15 at 
a great meeting of the Allegheny County Federation of Cath- 
olic Societies in St. Mary’s Lyceum, Mount Washington, 
Pittsburg, the Rev. Thomas F. Coakley, the secretary of 
Bishop J. F. Regis Canevin, of the Pittsburg diocese, declared 
that “while the Roman Catholic Church has made enormous 
gains in the United States, the losses have been no less enor- 
mous. The Catholic population ten years ago was 11,000,000, 
while to-day it is about 15,000,000. Despite these gains he 
said that during the last ten years 5,500,000 Catholics came to 
this country from Europe, and that Catholic statistics do not 
show the increase that should be represented by these figures 
in immigration. Hundreds of thousands have been lost to 
the Catholic Church through the active propaganda waged by 
the disciples of socialisni and by the inroads made by infidelity 
and irreligion. 

“Truly this is one of the saddest pages in the history of the 
Catholic Church in America. To-day we have in round num- 
bers 15,000,000 Catholics in the United States. Had we held 
fast to those who came to our shores we should have at least 
40,000,000, for the leakage has been well-nigh startling. 

“Everywhere throughout the length and breadth of this 
great land we meet persons bearing ancient and venerable 


Catholic names, who are now lined up against Christ and His 
Church.” 


Priest Coakley concluded his sorrowful lament by declaring 
that Catholic education alone can save these immigrants to 
the Church. But as they had Catholic education in the coun- 
tries they came from, the outlook for the Church is not very 
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hopeful. Mr. Coakley is mistaken also in saying that the 
Catholics who leave the Roman Church have turned against 
Christ. Not at all. These are uniting with the various Pro- 
testant churches where Christ is preached as the Son of God 
and the Saviour of the world. 


One of my friends writing from Boston last month inquired 
whether there were many former Catholics in the membership 
of the various Protestant churches. He said he was not ac- 
quainted with any converted Catholics in his church. I re- 
plied that the statement was generally true that former Cath- 
olics can be found in all evangelical churches. Of course 
they do not announce their conversion from the Roman faith 
in season and out of season, and perhaps have never again re- 
ferred to it after their first interview with the pastor and 
deacons. Business men do not usually talk of their past ex- 
periences in other denominations when they meet at the 
prayer meetings or sociables of the particular church of which 
they are now members. The Baptist Church is constantly 
receiving into its membership from other denominations per- 
sons who believe that immersion is the proper form of bap- 
tism. The Protestant Episcopal Church in like manner wel- 
comes the members of other churches, and so do all the de- 
nominations. It is a well known fact that essentially the 
Scriptural teaching of all these Protestant churches is the 
same and pastors of the various denominations frequently ex- 
change pulpits. Some stand when praying while others 
kneel; some wear a frock coat while others are dressed in a 
black gown or white surplice. 


Some years ago a clergyman of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church who was in hearty sympathy with the work of evan- 
gelization which I have been conducting in this city for the 
last thirty-two years, expressed a desire to preach for me to 
manifest his interest in the work. “But,” said he, “you know 
we Episcopalians are accustomed to preach in a white sur- 
plice; I hope you will have no objection.” 

“Not at all,” I replied; “when the service is evangelical and 
everything is done decently and in order I think the good God 
is indifferent as to what garments or vestments the preacher 
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wears. In your case, my dear doctor, I know you can preach 
a good Gospel sermon, and you can wear two surplices if you 
would feel more comfortable.” 

“You are quite right.” said he, “it is the message delivered 
and not the garments of the preacher that brings the people 
to the knowledge and service of Christ.” 


ONE-TENTH OF PROTESTANT CHURCH MEMBERS FORMER CATHOLICS 


Leaving out of the consideration of this question my own 
personal experience and observation—which you would say 
was biased—I| submit some important documents in the case. 

In October, 1898, General Thomas J. Morgan, correspond- 
ing secretary of the American Baptist Home Mission Society, 
New York City, who had been Indian Commissioner at Wash- 
ington for four vears during the administration of President 
3enjamin Harrison, sent a letter to thirty-one Baptist pastors 
in different parts of the country, to which I shall presently 
refer 

\s it is several years since this subject was discussed, and 


rT 


my recollection might be faulty, ] consulted one of the fore- 


most journalists in New York, a leading member of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, who has filled many offices in that 
and the following is his statement: 

“Church News Association, 23 Union Square. 


“New York, February 16, I9gIt. 


“My Dear Mr. O’Connor:—You are correct in your recol- 
lection of the General Morgan Baptist religious canvass. I 
‘an quote from our files if need be. Let me say that you are 
not too broad in your statement. You may quote me to that 
effect. 

“For fully twelve years I have been in search of a church 
in New York that had not in its membership former Roman 
Catholics, and have not yet found one. IT have searched in 
other cities and never found one. It was General Morgan’s 
judgment, after his extensive correspondence, that fully ten 
per cent. of the Northern Baptists came from the Roman 
Catholic Church. In the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
New York, which gets fewest because when people change 
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they go a long way from it all, are many former Roman 
Catholics. The Seabury Society of New York has four lay 
readers who were baptised and confirmed im the Roman 
Church. At one time last year Bishop Greer had fifteen ap 
plications from Roman Catholic priests to be received into 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. It is my judgment that 
your statement is well within bounds. I have studied the 
situation for years. I am glad to be able to oblige you. 
“Sincerely yours, E. M. Camp.” 


For many years Mr. Camp has been at the head of the 
Church News Association, which supplies information on re 
ligious subjects to a large number of journals. Ile is a ree 
ognized authority on the subject. 


GENERAL MORAN’S LETTER AND THE PASTORS’ REPLIES 
“Dear Brother:—I recently made the public statement 
that there are few Laptist churches in this country which do 
not include in their membership converted Roman Catholics. 


This statement has been sharply controverted by the Roman 


hierarchy. It has seemed to me that possibly some good 
might be accomplished by publishing some facts—not in a 
spirit of controversy, but to afford the public information. 
lf agreeable to you | will be greatly obliged if you will re 
turn this sheet with answers to the following questions: 


“1. Name and location of your church. 

“2. Number of members. 

“3. Number formerly members of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

“4. Name of one or more converted Roman Catholics of 
your acquaintance who are persons of intelligence and posi- 
tion, specifying what place they hold, indicating whether any 
of them are church officers or not. 

“Fraternally yours, 
“THOMAS J. MorGAN.” 

Through the courtesy of General Morgan who, like General 
Oliver O. Howard, had been distinguished in the army dur- 
ing the Civil War, as the “Christian Soldier,” I received the 
answers to his letter. Twenty-nine of those pastors replied 
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that they had 313 converted Catholics, varying from two to 
forty, in their congregations, and many of them were promi 
nent in church, business and professional life. 

The subject was discussed in the religious press at the 
time, and much interest was manifested. The New York 


gationalist, Novembet 


correspondent of the Boston Congreg 


10, 1898, said in that influential paper: 


These twenty-nine churches are all American. They are 
in Boston, Providence, Lowell, New Haven, New York, St. 
Paul, Detroit, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, and many other cities. 
It is also shown by General Morgan that the society of which 
he is secretary has mission congregations of Poles, French, 
Bohemians and Italians, made up wholly of former Roman 
Catholics, while of the 25,000 German Baptists fully one- 
fourth came out of the Roman communion. At the same 
time that General Morgan began his investigation another 
member of a mission board in this city began inquiries among 
pastors to know if they had any former Roman Catholics in 
their church membership. They included Congregationalists, 
Presbyterians, Moravians, Methodists and Episcopalians. 
Without exception these forty-seven pastors replied in the 
affirmative, and gave numbers from one to seventy each. 
Speaking of it General Morgan says: “We ought not to be 
surprised at these revelations, even if we did not know that 
such changes are going on. The dominant characteristic of 
American life is religious freedom.” 


The temptation is very strong to add my personal testi- 
mony to that. of General Morgan and the Baptist pastors. I 
have helped 160 priests and thousands of the laity, and I 
know that there is not a Protestant Church in New York but 
has converted Catholics among its members, and many of 
them persons of prominence. It is the same in other cities, 
and even in the small towns, as Mr. Camp says. The 
first large sum of money I received for the work of Christ’s 
Mission—which you know is specially devoted to the con- 
version of Roman Catholics—was a legacy from a converted 
Catholic, a member of the late Dr. John Hall’s church. 1 
have preached, when invited, in many churches of all denom 
inations during the last thirty-two years, and every time | 
have found converted Catholics. In some cases the pastor, 
who had not been long in charge of that particular church, 
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did not know that his parishioners who greeted meso warmly 
had been Roman Catholics before they were received into 
membership. Unlike you, Cardinal, and the Jesuits and Paul- 
ists, the pastors of Protestant churches do not send for the 
reporters of the daily press when a person desires to become 
a Christian and be received into the fellowship of the church. 
You seek notoriety, and “by ways that are dark and tricks 
that are vain,” like the heathen Chinee, you gain your point. 
But this publicity is disgusting to every person of refinement. 
Even the reporters and editors of the papers that publish the 
names of the few Protestants that turn from Christ and the 
sible to the Pope and the rosary do not hesitate to express 
their contempt for such methods . Respectable Catholics 
turn away from your Church because to their intelligent 
minds, seeking truth, it is not Christian, but pagan, sensuous 
in worship and false in doctrine. Your high mass with its 
gaudy vestments is the poorest kind of an imitation of a the- 
atrical performance. Your confessional, where the young 
girl whispers her sins to the “celibate” priest, is an abomina- 
tion. Your purgatory is a fraud, worse than the “green 
goods” business, for you traffic in the souls of poor sinners 
whom God sent His Son to save, who are “bought with a 
price,” even the blood of Christ, which cleanseth from all sin 
You and your Jesuits and Paulists and other priests are those 
whom the Apostle Peter denounces as “false prophets and 
false teachers who privily bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon them- 
selves swift destruction.”(2 Peter ii, I.) 

When the emigrants from foreign Catholic countries have 
their minds enlightened and developed in our public schools, 
and their hearts opened to the love of God by the power of 
the Holy Spirit through the Bible, they turn from the dark- 
ness and errors of Rome’s religion to the Light and Truth 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord; and they become like other 
Christians in our great Republic, and like other citizens who 
have made this country what it is. They had been kept in 
ignorance and degradation by your Church, but the chains 
of spiritual and mental slavery are broken here. This is the 
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land of freedom where spiritual liberty is the birthright of 
every citizen. All the power of Rome, all the powers of the 
world, cannot stop the march of events that God has set in 
motion in this country. May it all be for His glory! 

To this country have come the peoples of the earth; from 
every clime, from every nation they have come; and they 
have been transformed into American citizens. It is a well- 
known fact that the first immigrants to North America were 
largely from Protestant countries, the Dutch, the English, the 
Irishe Presbyterians and the Germans. They laid the founda- 
tions on which our Nation is built. But for the last sixty 
vears the Catholic countries have supplied the greater part. 
Ireland was the first to send forth a stream of humanity that 
seemed to overwhelm the institutions of the country. The 
emigrants from that poor, distressed country—the most 
faithful to the Pope—came by the hundreds of thousands 
every year. Then the German-speaking Catholics, the Hun- 
garians, the French Canadians, the Poles and the Italians. 
It has been estimated that if the emigrants from Catholic 
countries and their descendants for the last sixty years had 
continued faithful subjects of the Roman Pontiff, one-half 
of the population of this country would be Roman Catholics, 
Priest Coakley says 40,000,000, Bishop McFaul of Trenton, 
N. J., has declared that 25,000,000 Catholics have been lost 
to the Roman Church in the United States. Every Chris- 
tian in America must give thanks to Almighty God that so 
many of them have been gathered into the fold of Christ. 

The good work will go on, Cardinal, and a blessing awaits 
every one who takes part in it. I have been greatly privi- 
leged to do a little in this holy cause. To save a soul is the 
work of Christ, and to deliver the people from the bondage 
of Rome and lead them to the Saviour is the greatest joy. 
“If I be lifted up, I will draw all men to Me,” says the Son 
of God. Yours truly, James A. O’Connor. 





The Post Office officials will probably soon cut off the list of 
subscribers who have not renewed for this year. We hope our 
friends will attend to this matter now and renew promptly. 





